
	  

	  
Use	  CARRDS	  to	  evaluate	  your	  sources	  

	  
CREDIBILITY:	  	  Who	  is	  the	  author?	  	  What	  is	  his	  background,	  credentials	  	  or	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
qualifications?	  (What	  makes	  him	  an	  expert	  on	  the	  topic?	  Or	  is	  he?)	  

	  
ACCURACY:	  	  Based	  on	  your	  knowledge,	  does	  this	  information	  seem	  correct?	  
Can	  facts,	  statistics,	  or	  other	  information	  be	  checked	  with	  another	  source	  and	  
found	  to	  be	  correct?	  

RELIABILITY:	  	  Does	  the	  source	  (author	  or	  organization)	  present	  a	  particular	  
view	  (Bias)	  or	  personal	  opinion?	  
	  

RELEVANCE:	  	  Does	  this	  information	  directly	  answer	  my	  research	  question?	  	  
Does	  the	  site	  give	  information	  on	  the	  topic	  actually	  being	  researched?	  
	  

DATE:	  	  When	  was	  this	  information	  created?	  	  When	  was	  it	  revised?	  	  Are	  these	  
dates	  meaningful	  or	  important	  for	  the	  topic	  being	  researched?	  (Historical	  =ok	  for	  
date	  to	  be	  older,	  hot	  topics,	  science,	  medical,	  current	  events=date	  should	  be	  
recent)	  
	  

SOURCES	  BEHIND	  THE	  TEXT:	  	  Did	  the	  author	  use	  reliable,	  trustworthy,	  honest	  
sources	  to	  get	  their	  information?	  
	  
	  
From…http://www.sdst.rog/shs/library/cards.html	  
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